
Honoring our Parents,  A 
message from Parish Priest
Fr. Ani Xavier OFM Cap.

Decades before, during my 
childhood days, Summer time 

was always a very special stretch. It 
was the period when school closes for 
a long vacation and we get to spend 
more time with our grandparents. 
During the other months of the year, 
when we are busy with activities of 

school and its daily chores, summer offered a long 
time to be spend leisurely with our Grandparents who 
enjoy reciting old tales , biblical stories and life of 
saints, prepare new varieties of sweets, and take us to 
different places. They explain us many things which 
sometimes our parents nor do our teachers tell us. 
They are our best friends though we are divided by a 
generation. 

On July 26, the Catholic Church celebrates the 
feast of a lovely grandparent. Yes. It is Jesus’s own 
Grandmother and Grandfather. The lovely elderly 
couple of Nazareth, the parents of Mary. In Luke 2:39 
, we read , “When they had done everything the Law of 
the Lord required, they went back to Galilee, to their 
own town of Nazareth”. The child was growing in his 
native town under the care of his Parents and Grand 
Parents. Though we do not have any biblical narrative 
on it, we can imagine that Anne and Joachim were 
taking care of the child every day, with providing the 
child, the best of love. The result was that Jesus grew 
in wisdom, in stature, and in favor with God and with 
people (Luke 2:52). They should also have been too 
old during the time of Jesus’ child hood. But Mary and 
Joseph were taking care of them.

This was the healthy family. The three generations – 
Anne and Joachim – Mary and Joseph – Jesus the 
Child , took care of each other and grew in the love of 
Trinity. Mary who obeyed God at all times honored 
and took care of her Parents as per the Commandment 
of Love “Honour your father and your mother so 
that you may live long in the land that Yahweh your 
God is giving you- Exodus 20:12”. Having Seen how 
Mary and Joseph were taking care of their parents , 
Jesus could not forget his Mother even at the Cross of 
Calvary. He ensured that his Mother is taken care by 
our love and we are taken care by her love.

Let us resolve to honour our Parents, our 
Grandparents, our Parents-in law always and at all 
times – for this is where the Love of the trinity God 
is revealed.
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A fisherman by occupation, he is first 
spotted in the Gospel on the shores 

of the lake of Galilee. “Going on from 
there he saw another pair of brothers, 
James son of Zebedee and his brother 
John; they were in their boat with their 
father Zebedee, mending their nets, and 
he called them” Mathew 4:21.

When Jesus invites James to follow Him, 
he did not hesitate nor procrastinate, did 
not ignore nor look back. Mathew con-
tinues his writing and states in verse 22 
as below  

“And at once, leaving the boat and their 
father, they followed him.”

The call answered:

When God Called Abraham, he did not 
hesitate to go from a known place to an 
unknown place. “Yahweh said to Abram, 
‘Leave your country, your kindred and 
your father’s house for a country which I 
shall show you.‘ “(Genesis 12:1). What he 
was familiar with, what he was comforta-
ble with, what was a known territory had 
to be left behind. What was ahead was 
unknown, unseen and was a mystery. 
But there was just one thing Abraham 
was sure of. It was the call of GOD.  So, 
he leaves his father’s house to dwell in 

the Eternal house of the Eternal Father. 

In a similar vein, James leaves behind 
his father’s boat and goes with Jesus, 
travel with him, walks along with him 
to drink the cup that Jesus drank, to be 
baptized with the baptism which Jesus 
was baptized in the mount of Calvary. 
(Mark 10:39).

Through Life’s joy and sorrow 

He was among the chosen three who 
went through the joys of Tabor (Mathew 
17:1) as well as through the desolateness 
of Gethsemane (Mathew 26:36). The sad-
ness and joy, the dark and glow, turbu-
lent times and smooth times are all what 
life is bundled with. St. James was tuned 
by our Lord to experience the heavenly 
light of transfiguration in all its joy and 
also to experience the pains of emptiness 
and sorrow at the garden of olives.

He was beheaded for the Gospel in Jeru-
salem by King Herod (Acts 12:2). He was 
the first among the 12 to be martyred. He 
laid his life for his master cheerfully.

His Life and his death thunders his zeal 
for Christ. “For to me life is Christ, and 
death is gain” (Philippians 1:21)

- Vijayan A

Son of Thunder - 
St. James the Apostle 

Church Events
July 3 : St. Thomas Feast

July 16 : Our Lady of Mount  
 Carmel

July 25: St. James Feast

July 26 : Ss. Joachim & Anne, Parents of  
 B.V. Mary Memorial

July 27 : Blood Donation Camp

July 28 : St Alphonsa Feast



QUIZ NO: 5

1. In what city was Jesus born? 

2. Who were the first apostles called to 
follow Jesus?

3. How does God first appear to Moses? 

Pleae submit your answers with your name, age 
and contact details clearly mentioned at the parish 
office before 20 July 2018.

How the least has become the greatest?

a) An argument broke out among the 
disciples about which of them were the 
greatest. Jesus having realized their 
intention of their hearts, took a child and 
placed him by his side and said to them, 
“Whoever receives the child in My name, 
receives Me and whoever receives Me, re-
ceives the One who sent Me. For the one 
who is least among you is the one who is 
the greatest”. In simple explanation, the 
child become the greatest among them, 
means that for Jesus, greatness does not 

depend or follow the size, age, gender, colour, richness, integrity or wealth you have. The per-
sons you / we take to be young in age, weak physically or great sinners are the greatest people 
in Jesus. eg. Maria Salome, who washed the feet of Jesus Christ and wiped with her hair. In 
the Bible Matthew 19: 14 Jesus calls the young ones, “Let the young ones come to me for they 
are the owners of God’s Kingdom.” The full philosophy of this, children are innocent, clean 
and good hearted. They always forget and forgives those who does wrong things to them, 
they will never be angry at them all the time.

b) Secondly when His disciple John asked him “Master, we saw someone casting out 
demons in your name and we tried to prevent him because he does not follow your compa-
ny”. Jesus said to him, “Do not prevent him, for whoever is not against you is for you” ; this 
means that person was doing something good at the right time using the name of the right 
person, who said that I am the Way the Truth and Life. The man had faith in Him, however 
he was not following Jesus ‘company unlike the disciples but physically, emotionally and 
spiritually he was following Jesus Christ.

This makes full sense of the philosophy that Jesus is for everyone and everywhere, whoever 
calls on His name he responds without conditions.

- Kafuluma John Bosco
Legion of Mary

God is good 
all the time, 
All the time 
God is Good.
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